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HROUGH the channel of your
{7 paper, I have frequently publifhed
my thoughts and obfervations
refpecting the high price of pro-
" vifions, particularly of corn; and
% now, by the like indulgence, beg
leave to offer a few hints on the
2 Y {ame fubje®, to thofe of my
RS TSV countrymen who are again, as
1s# year, in their warm well-meaning zeal, proclaim-
ing to the world on every occafion, the profpeéts they
entertain of great plenty this feafon throughout the
kingdom, but which I am forry to have occafion to fay,
¢ift no where but in their imagination.

"I know of no good purpofe it anfwers to deceive
pankind ; if it pleags God to fend us unfavourable
fafons, does it become us to fay they are plentiful?
Or perhaps it is thought, that by the farmers reading
thefe accounts in the news-papers, they may be in-
duced to thrath out their corn, and lower the price;
but fuppofe, on enquiry, thefe farmers are found to
Jave but little, and many no wheat by them, which is
it prefent ‘indeed too evidently the cafe throughout
the kingdom, I believe few can remember fo fhort a
fock.

1 fear thefe exaggerated aceounts are more likely to
do us prejudice in another refpect: Our merchants, to
whom we are fo much beholden for our late and prefent
feafonable fupply of foreign corn, (without which re=
foorce great numbers of our people muft have ftarv’d;)
thefe ufeful gentlemen generally refide in cities or fea-

rt towns, and know yery little of country affairs;

mpeted from ‘all quarters.

?uY(}::cr citizens, I fuppofe, in fair weather, take an
dring into the counury, and feeing the corn in a
jgrowing fate, in their warnth of temper, agreeable to
5\eir with, they pronounce the crop fine and promifing,
of the properties of which they are reafonably allowed
to be as good judges as the farmer would be, in afcer-
tining the qualities and value of the feveral commo-
dities in the tradefman’s thop or warehoufe.

"I fear'the merchant reading thefe accounts, may be
induced to fufpend his orders to his foreign correfpoa-
dents, to confign their corn_to him, fearing a falling
market, the confequence of plenty. In the fummer
latyear, I very well remembel:, we were as now, en-
tertained with the moft fanguine affurances of a plen-
tiful crop of corn ; bt beho d! foon aftep the harveft
(which was uncommonly fine) the people finding the'm-
felves difappointed in their expetations (true Linglifh-
men like) grew frantic, and in nany places very
fiotous and abufive.—God forbid they fhonld be liable
to the fame delufion this feafon.

Iam fituated in the mid®t of one of the greateft corn
tounties in England, where I have opportunity to ob-
ferve, that all the accounts lately ‘publithed of ap-
proaching plenty are very erroneous, the quite con-
trary being thereal matter of fact. Iinfitt upon it
{however it may found to the ears of my countrymen)
thatit is not in nature to produce this feafon.m Brftam,
ja crop of wheat, fufficient to fubfift the inhabitants
with bread until the harveft of 1768. The weather
in the month of May was remarkably cold and unkindly
to the wheat ; the tempeftuous winds we had the 4th,
sth, and 6th inftant, and the fucceflive heavy rams,
fo generally complained of througheut the kingdom,
have done the corn irreparable damage; the wheat on
the beft lands is fo univerfally beaten down, and its
flalk fo bent and crippled, that the grain will be thin
and light in the fraw, as was the cafe laft year. Folks
beft acquainted with thefe matters well know, tha
when the vegetation of any plant of this nature is ob-
fruted by fuch accidents, the grain is always imper-
fet, fearce, and bears a high price. ‘

I'would therefore recommend it to the Englith Mer-
thant to ranfack the globe, from America to Dantzick,
to purchafe corn; he will find a good market at every
port in England. The government do_es, and un-
Queftionably will allow of the_ importation ; and he
will have the pleafing {’atxsfaé‘uon_ to_reﬂe&, that he
ferves his country in its moft effential intereft,

Iwould likewife recommend it to the middling and
lower clafs of the people, to exercife the molt Hrugal
@conomy, to retrench all unneceffary expences, for
that provifions are not likely to be cheaper, take a
riend’s word for it. .

I am difinteretted in this affair, as may be feen
tirough the drift of this letter, } am, Sir, &c.

&

ey read the papers, and there find the found of plenty

Abfiract of dn ACT, ioenable bis Majefly to put the
_Cuftoms, and other Duties in thé Britith Dominions in
America, and the, Execution of the Laws relating to
Trade there, under the Management of Commiffioners
to be appointed for that Purpofe, and to be refident in

the faid Dominions: .

S the officers, appointed for the colle&ion of the
rates and duties in America, are obliged; by
25 Car, II. to apply to the Commiffioners of the
Cuftoms in England, for their fpecil infiruttions and
direttions, upon every particular doubt and difficulty
which arifes, in relation to the payment of the faid
rates and duties; whereby all perfons concerned in
the commerce and trade of the faid colonies and plan-
tations, are greatly obftrutted and delayed in the car-
rying on and tranfalting of their bufinefs: Andas the
appointing of Commiffioners to be refident in fome
‘convenient part of his Majefty’s dominions of America;
,and to be invefted with fuch powers as are now exercifed
| by the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms in England, by
 virtue of the laws in being; would relicve the faid
. merchants and traders from the faid inconveniences,
iand tend to the encouragement of commerce, and to
the better fecuring of the faid rates and duties, by the
more fpeedy and effectual colle@ion thereof.

It is therefore hereby enalted, that his Majefty be
 authorifed to put the Cuftoms, and other duties, in the
Britith colonies in America, under the management of
Commiffioners to be refidept there, with the fame
powers for carrying into execution the laws relating to
the revenues and trade of the faid Colonies, as are
exercifed by the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms in Eng-
land: ‘The crown alfo is empr:glered, in fuch commif-
fions; to make provifion for the execution of the faid
laws there.

All'depuitations and other anthorities, granted by the
Commiflioners of the Cuftoms of England before the
pafiing of this a&, or granted before any commiffion
{uall ilfue in purfuance of this a&, are to be in force
there, till revoked by the T reafury.
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ing Method of ifbing F1R R, avithout any
Abroad avith wery great Succefs, By the late Profyfor
Horrman. )
q. S foon as an engine is in readinefs to work, ftir
into the water, that immediately is to be dif
charged, feven or eight pounds of pearl-ah, in powder,
and continue to add it in this manner as occafion
requires, taking care that it be direfted againft the
timber or wainicot, &c. juft beginning to burn, and
not wafted againft the brick-work ; or, where time will
admit, diffolve any quantity of pearl-ath in a copper
with water, and as faft as it diffolves, which will be in
a few minutes, mix a pail full with the water in the
engine pretty often, ahd whatever burning wood it is
played upon will be extinguifhed as if it was dipped in
water, and will not burn a-freth in the part extinguithed.
A Correfpondent has fent the following anecdote,
which he fays may be depended on for falt,~—
A noble Lord, in the county of ***** lately falling
defperately in love with one of his tenant’s daughters,
he took every opportunity of accomplithing his deter-
mined purpofe of ruining her; but ¢ {o coy a deme
was fhe to him,” notall his vows of never-cealing love,
nor all the vatt profufion of toys and prefents that he
proferred her, nor the alluring propofition of a (:ettle-
ment, that would have infured her flate aud equipage
for life, ¢ could win her to his bed.”~Her virtue
ferved but as fuel to his fire, What was to be done?
Difclofe his unconquerable and unconquering pafiion
tv her father—hum !—yea, now there are hopes indeed;
a father’s poverty may {uperfede a father’s love; a lavifh
bribe may annihilate at once a parent’s duty. He fac-
ceeded 1o his with, ‘The terms indeed were high—a
Thoufand Pounds ! but «¢ All for love, or the world well
loft.”” The father received the wages of his confent
and aid, and (true to his promife) introduced his Lord-
thip into his daughter’s chamber at the dead of night,
with a folemn promife, that no affitance fhould be
confequent of any cries of diflrefs. Cries, indeed,
for fome time were made; but what did t_hey avail?
“The cruel fpoiler triamphed, cropt the fair rofe, and
rifled all its fwectaefs ;—but < at length the morning
came,” when, behold! who did the noble enamorato
find himfelf embracing? No other than his ¢ wedded
wife”, whom the juftly artful and refenting father had
privately acquainced with ¢ the ftory of her hufband’s

A N E C D O T &
From the Londen Ghronicle.

Danger of breaking ont afrefh, has been made ufe of

love.” What followed this difcovery ?—Difappoine:
ment—rage-—~diftration—defperation-—~fullennefs—
fhame=—contrition—interceflion"—reconcilement— par~
don. The refcued vi@tim then was led, bluﬂxing, by
her hondured, honourable parent, to the prefence
of the noble, and now happy cduple;: When her
Ladyfhip (praifing her virtue, and folding her in her
arms) generoufly dotbled 0 the lovely girl the fum that
had been paid by his Lordthip to her father, as the
intended purchaie of her honour.
Leghorn, July 10. They write from Corfica, that the
Jefuits exiled from Spain; have at laft been received
in that ifland; and that agreeable to a convention
made with General Paoli, they are to replace’ the
French troops in thé towns yet belonging to' the
Genocfe. .
Florence, July 18. Léttets from Baftia fay, that on
the 8th inftant, three Spanith Xebecks and fourteen
tranfports, having on board 970 expulfed Jefuits, got
ander fail, and that orders were fent to the other tranfs
ports lying in the Gulf of St. Fiorenzo to proceed
to Calvi, Algaiolay and Ajaccio, and to land the
Jefuits in thofe places; the whole number of whom,
arrived in Corfica, is 2300; And that orders were
fent, at the fame time, to the commanding officers of
the French troops in thofe places, that, as foon as the
Jefuits were landed, they thould embark with the
trodps on board the tranfports that carried the Jefuits,
and proceed to France.
Ratifbon, Fuly 21: On the roth inftant a terrible
ftorm happened at Geifenfield, accompanied with hail,
which in a fhort time deftroyed all the fruits of the
earth, unroofed feveral houfes, and blew down upwards
of 1000 trees, A ftorm of the fame kind happened in

]
- the fame village three years ago, ~It is fea:eg that the

harvelt is every where in a manner deftroyed, and the
effe€ts of this ftorm were felt above ten leagues round.

Bois-le-duey Fuly 27. The advices received of the
damages done by the late dreadful fform of the 20th,
which fell upon tliis town; and its environs, are mofk
deplorable. ~ Nineteen villages have fuffered by the
hail, which has damaged.the houfes, and broke the
windows to pieces, They count at Rofialen no lefy
than gog oak trees tomn up by the roots by the impe-
tuofity of the wind; and between feventy and eigﬁty
houfts and barns carried away or partly defiroyed, as
alfo the reformed and catholic churches, Letters from
the Lordfhip of Empel and Meerwyk bring, that the
Proteftant church and fchool there are firipped of their
roofs, that of the Roman catholic churches and 18
houfes converted into heaps of ruins; that the village
of Hartwick had undergone the fame fate, and that alt
the damages put together amounted to an immenfe fum.

Naples, Fuly 3. The court has forbid the fubaltern
ofticersto fend paffports to fuch Jefuits as, not being the
King’s fubjedts, may want to come into this kingdom.,

Paris, July 24. The Abbe de la Chapelle, Cenfor
Royal, and member for the Royal Society of London,
invented, fome time ago, a fort of cork waiftcoat,
which he named Scaphandre, by means whereof, any
perfon can keep himfelf above water, not only without
fear of finking, but alfo preferve a perfe@ equilibrium,
and the free ufe of his hands. He had already
exhibited feveral public proofs of this.machine, and
repeated them on the 17th inftant in the middle of the
Seine, between the port a I’Anglois and the Quarries.
He threw himfelf into the water quite drefled, with his
waiftcoat, and was feen for more than an hour in all
forts of pofitions, as eating, drinking, charging and
difcharging a piftol, reading, writing, &c. The
Abbe de la Chapelle has alfo invented a%{ind of glove,
made like the foot of a goofe, by means of which he
fivims, and advances in the water in whatever direftion
he pleafes. His Scaphandre, which may be of great
utility on many occafions, differs in its conftruction
from thofe cork jackets, invented and ufed long fince
in France and England.

Madrid, Fune 25. For {everal weeks paft, we perceive
that abrifker and more regular correfpondence is carried
on between this Court and- that of Portugal; and fome
circumftances give room to believe, that meafures arc
concerting to turn out the Jefuits from the dominions
of both cruwns in America.

Hagury, fuly 31, The Prince of Orange arrived
here on Wednefday lafl in the afternoon, in perfe®
health,  The next morning he was complimented by
deputations from the States-General, the States of
Holland, andall the other colleges, upon the notifica-
tion he had given of his marriage; and the rejoicings

upon this veeafion continued two nights.



